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SHERMAN COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT 

REGULAR BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

April 10, 2017 
 

The Board of Directors of Sherman County School District met in the Sherman County 
School/Public Library Meeting Room in Moro, Oregon on April 10, 2017.  The following were 
present:  Chair, Bill Martin; Vice Chair, Kyle Blagg; Directors: Kristie Coelsch, Jim Macnab, 
Merrie von Borstel; Superintendent, Wes Owens; Principal, Bill Blevins; Business Manager, Kim 
McKinney; Board Secretary, Jeanie Pehlke; Staff Members: Gary Lewis, Gerald Casper, Tyler 
Dearborn, Cindie King, Piper Jones; Students: Emily Poirier, Connor Davis, Bailey Gonzalez, Cali 
Johnson, Myah Huckins, Annielese Somnis, Nicole Somnis; Visitors:  Carrie Somnis, Mike 
Somnis, Clay Somnis, Julie McAllister, Marylou Martin, Austen Martin, Meinrad Kuettel, Luis 
Gonzalez, Tracy Gonzalez, Kimberly Pezzeti, Johnathan Rolfe, Katie Quessenberry, Tyson 
Huckins. 
 

SUMMARY OF ACTIONS TAKEN 
 
Motion by Director Blagg with second from Director von Borstel to approve the board meeting 
agenda as amended. Vote: 5 in Favor (Blagg, Coelsch, Macnab, Martin, von Borstel) Action:  The 
motion carried unanimously. 
 
Motion by Director Blagg with second from Director Coelsch to adopt the consent agenda with 
the amendment to the March 13, 2017 regular board meeting minutes.   Vote: 5 in Favor 
(Blagg, Coelsch, Macnab, Martin, von Borstel) Action:  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
Motion by Director Macnab with second from Director Blagg to do the library desk, the parking 
lot stairs, the water softener for the kitchen, and gym accessories A, C, D, E, F, and H & I.  Vote: 
5 in Favor (Blagg, Coelsch, Macnab, Martin, von Borstel) Action:  The motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
Motion by Director Blagg with second from Director Coelsch to approve Mr. Owens evaluation 
for school year 2017. Vote: 4 in Favor (Blagg, Coelsch, Martin, von Borstel) 1 No (Macnab) 
Action:  The motion carried. 
 
Motion by Director Coelsch with second from Director Blagg to approve the 2017-18 school 
calendar as presented. Vote: 5 in Favor (Blagg, Coelsch, Macnab, Martin, von Borstel) Action:  
The motion carried unanimously. 
 
Motion by Director Blagg with second from Director von Borstel to appoint Mr. Johnathan Rolfe 
to the Sherman County School District Budget Committee. Vote: 5 in Favor (Blagg, Coelsch, 
Macnab, Martin, von Borstel) Action:  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
Motion by Director Blagg with second from Director Coelsch to approve the FFA Leadership 
Camp trip.  Vote: 5 in Favor (Blagg, Coelsch, Macnab, Martin, von Borstel) Action:  The motion 
carried unanimously. 
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Motion by Director Blagg with second from Director von Borstel to declare the items on the list 
as surplus. Vote: 5 in Favor (Blagg, Coelsch, Macnab, Martin, von Borstel) Action:  The motion 
carried unanimously. 
 

 
CALL TO ORDER 

 
Chair, Bill Martin opened the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag at 
7:05 p.m. and thanked everyone for coming. 
 

APPROVE BOARD MEETING AGENDA 
An opportunity was given to make changes to the presented Regular Board Meeting Agenda for 
this April 10, 2017 meeting.  The following items were added to the agenda: 

 8.4 Approve Overnight Fieldtrip – FFA Leadership Camp  

 8.5 Declare Surplus Items   
 
Motion by Director Blagg with second from Director von Borstel to approve the board meeting 
agenda as amended. Vote: 5 in Favor (Blagg, Coelsch, Macnab, Martin, von Borstel) Action:  The 
motion carried unanimously. 
 

COMMENTS FROM VISITORS 
No comments were received. 
 

PRESENTATIONS 
Recognition of Students, Staff, and Community Members 

We are extremely fortunate to have gracious staff and community members who support our 
school and students.  While it is possible that we may periodically miss an opportunity to thank 
someone, we sincerely appreciate the commitment of all of our supporters.  We would like to 
recognize the following people for their devotion to our schools, students, staff and 
community.   

 Congratulations to Connor Davis, Bailey Gonzalez, Cali Johnson, Myah Huckins, and 
Nicole Somnis who received Student of the Quarter Awards.  

 Thank you Amber DeGrange and Sherman County for providing student workers over 
the break to assist with district maintenance projects.  

 Jared Collins for his continued work with the FFA program and taking students to the 
state convention. 

 Tennis and Track coaches for their efforts organizing the Jog-a-Thon fundraiser. 

 Deanna Christiansen for putting on a successful Book Fair.  

 The Missoula Children’s Theatre Directors/Actors Topher Warren and Sara Fortner for 
their hard work orchestrating the production, “Princess and the Pea”.   

 Nell Melzer for hosting lodging for the Missoula Children’s Theatre directors.  

 Gerald Casper for coordinating the Missoula Children’s Theatre Program and also 
serving as the district contact.   
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 Hannah Criss for playing the piano for “Princess and the Pea”.  

 Sherman Elementary PTO for supplying the snacks for the Missoula Children's Theatre.  

 Cindie King and Susan Mobley for their work putting on the 4th grade Read n’ Rec night.  

 Wasco Electric for the Electrical Safety assembly they put on for our third and fourth 
graders. 

 Oregon Department of Forestry for bringing Smokey and Sparky in to visit our first and 
second graders. 

 The Elementary PTO for providing dinner for our elementary staff during parent teacher 
conferences.  

 Jarek Bartels for coordinating a band field trip over spring break and Julie McAllister for 
chaperoning.  

 Connie Martin and the leadership students for coordinating the blood drive with the 
Red Cross.  
 

We truly appreciate the amazing support we receive from so many thoughtful people.  Thank 
you to everyone in our great community and school district for your continued support! When 
you have time please visit our Sherman County School District Web Page for the monthly 
appreciation comments. 

 
Students of the Quarter 

Students Connor Davis, Bailey Gonzalez, Cali Johnson, Myah Huckins, and Nicole Somnis were 
honored as Students of the Third Quarter and all received a plaque.  
 

Student Body Report 
Senior Leadership Student Emily Poirier gave the student body report of past and upcoming 
student activities including a celebration in honor of the Boys’ Basketball state championship 
win, recognition of the classified staff, a joint biology presentation with Arlington High School 
regarding Cottonwood State Park, a college visit from a Linfield representative who met with 5 
seniors, the American Red Cross Blood Drive, Prom, a town hall meeting with Ron Wyden, and 
Mr. Husky. Emily also gave each School Board member an invitation to participate in the June 
3rd graduation commencement ceremony.   
 

ADOPTION OF CONSENT AGENDA 
Business 

 Minutes from the Regular Board Meeting for March 13, 2017. 
 Approved Bill Listing, Financial Statement. 

 
Personnel 

 Approved Final Hire Darcy Henry, Food Service Manager 
 Approved Preliminary Hire Tony Miceli, K-12 School Counselor 
 Approved Classified Employees Intent to Continue Employment for 2017-18 School Year  
 Approved Jill Jones, Junior High Track Coach 
 Approved Tamar Fritts, Junior High Track Coach 
 Approved DeeAnn Ramos, Volunteer Junior High Track Coach 
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Board members discussed the presented minutes. It was suggested that on page 7 the language 
“hold the deed for ransom” be replacing it with “hold up the possible sale”. 
 
Director von Borstel asked about the employment of an individual on the Consent Agenda. 
Superintendent Owens suggested that this conversation would be more appropriate in an 
Executive Session.  Director von Borstel requested an Executive Session to discuss a concern she 
had with an individual.  With no objections to her request, Chair Martin recessed the meeting 
into an Executive Session at 7:30 pm under ORS 192.660(2) (a) to consider the employment of a 
public officer, employee, staff member or individual agent. Superintendent Owens and Business 
Manager McKinney were invited to attend the Executive Session. The board returned to open 
session at 7:36 pm.  No action related to this Executive Session took place.  
 
Motion by Director Blagg with second from Director Coelsch to adopt the consent agenda with 
the amendment to the March 13, 2017 regular board meeting minutes.   Vote: 5 in Favor 
(Blagg, Coelsch, Macnab, Martin, von Borstel) Action:  The motion carried unanimously. 

 
REPORTS AND PRESENTATIONS 

Superintendent Report  
Topics for Superintendent Owens’ report included district enrollment, budget development and 
appreciation to Business Manager Kim McKinney for her work on the budget, upcoming 
meetings and a conference related to the Positive Behavioral Intervention and 
Supports/Response To Intervention, current job postings, upcoming surplus items, a county 
court report, Hall of Honor meeting, an upcoming Ruralite article, and removal of excess gravel 
in the parking lot from the inclement weather.   
 

Administrative Report for Sherman County School 
Principal Blevins’ reported that state testing is in full swing, there was 90% parent participation 
at the K-6 Parent Teacher Conferences, although each student in grades 7-12 have been 
assigned a Chromebook, very few have been damaged, upcoming final exam schedule, 
Response to Intervention, and he reported that students Bradley Moe, Lexi Grenvik, and Bri 
McKinney all received their FFA State Degrees. In addition, Bradley Moe was elected as the 
Central Oregon District Secretary.   
 

Athletic Director Report 
Athletic Director Gary Lewis gave an update on spring sports. He reported that Jewell will be 
playing football in our league this coming fall and Falls City will also be on our football schedule. 
He announced that the Athletic Director meeting will take place on April 12th.  He mentioned 
that the OSAA Redistricting Committee met today to discuss the possibility of redistricting to a 
5 classification system. If this happens the ADM could rise from 89 to as high as 105 for our 
classification. More information on this will be available at the next meeting. 
 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
Sheriff’s Office Safety Plan Continued Discussion  

Superintendent Owens reported that another school shooting took place today in San 
Bernardino. He noted that the large Safety Committee will be meeting this coming Thursday to 
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discuss next steps. Deputy Dan DeHaven has been very involved with this Safety Committee 
group from the beginning, but with the change in the Sheriff Office staff a replacement will be 
needed on the sub-committee that is developing a defensive plan for the school.  More 
information and next steps will be available next month. 
 

Grass Valley Facility Continued Discussion 
Superintendent Owens thanked City Council representative Meinrad Kuettel for attending this 
meeting.  He stated that he attended the Grass Valley City Council meeting last week.  At the 
City Council Meeting, the City of Grass Valley requested a joint Work Session with the School 
Board to discuss what potential buyers might use the building for and they also informed 
Superintendent Owens that their City attorney did not agree that the District would need to 
remove the revisionary clause from the deed.   
 
Superintendent Owens reported that today the District’s attorney and the City’s attorney spoke 
and together determined that it is important to proceed with the Quit Claim Deed document to 
remove the revisionary clause.  He emphasized that the goal of both groups is to do what is 
best for the City of Grass Valley, the School District, and Sherman County.  Director von Borstel 
asked clarifying questions related to the need for the revisionary document.  It was determined 
that the document is important. The board agreed that a joint open Work Session with the City 
will help to move this process forward. A discussion of tentative dates took place. The board 
and Mr. Kuettel agreed that pending confirmation from other City Council Members, the Work 
Session will take place Monday, April 17 at 7:00 at the Grass Valley Pavilion. 
 

 “Wish List” Add Back Items 
Superintendent Owens stated that it is very positive to be able to add back some items. The 
cost of the water softener and the possibility of cost savings for grouping like items together 
were discussed. He reminded the board of the design committee’s ranking of option items and 
that there is $69,600 in contingency funds remaining. He also mentioned that today BBT stated 
that some of their work hasn’t been paid, but this claim is being contested by both the district 
and the project manager because BBT billed for items that they didn’t do.   
 
Superintendent Owens recommended that no changes be made to the parking lot entrance. 
Safety stops for side basketball hoops at main gym and a letter from the Library Board offering 
to share the cost of the library desk were discussed. Superintendent Owens also mentioned 
that he has been looking at other options for the trophy case. It was noted that the cost of the 
monument has gone up.  
 
Board Members discussed spending around $40,000 to $50,000 of the money and keep back a 
little. Superintendent Owens recommended the parking lot stairs and a handrail be added at 
the high school entrance. Board members individually picked out their top 5 priority items and 
discussed their individual priorities. A lengthy discussion took place related to gym accessories: 
(A) HS gym side court basketball backstops; (B) HS gym main court flag system; (C) New gym 
scoreboards; (D) New gym divider curtain; (E) New gym safety corner padding; (F) New gym 
manual bleachers; (G) New gym motorized bleachers; (H) One time trip charge; (I) KNCC 
supervision/management/profit.    
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Motion by Director Macnab with second from Director Blagg to do the library desk, the parking 
lot stairs, the water softener for the kitchen, and gym accessories: A, C, D, E, F, and H & I.  Vote: 
5 in Favor (Blagg, Coelsch, Macnab, Martin, von Borstel) Action:  The motion carried 
unanimously. 
 

Superintendent Evaluation 
Board members took time to review an evaluation document that had been sent by Director 
Coelsch, but not read by some of the board members prior to the meeting.  
 
A short washroom break was needed at 9:07 p.m. The board returned to open session at 9:09 
p.m. 
 
Board members were each given a turn to comment on the evaluation document. Director 
Coelsch said she is good with the document. Director von Borstel agreed that the evaluation 
covered everything that was discussed. Director Blagg said he is good with it, and Director 
Macnab said he is ready to vote. 
 
Motion by Director Blagg with second from Director Coelsch to approve Mr. Owens evaluation 
for school year 2017. Vote: 4 in Favor (Blagg, Coelsch, Martin, von Borstel) 1 No (Macnab) 
Action:  The motion carried. 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
Draft 2017-18 School Calendar 

Board members reviewed a proposed 2017-18 School Calendar. Superintendent Owens stated 
that the staff has already reviewed it and noted that spring conferences next year are being 
proposed with a half day on Thursday.  A short discussion took place. 
 
Motion by Director Coelsch with second from Director Blagg to approve the 2017-18 school 
calendar as presented. Vote: 5 in Favor (Blagg, Coelsch, Macnab, Martin, von Borstel) Action:  
The motion carried unanimously. 
 

Appoint Budget Committee Member 
Business Manager Kim McKinney announced that Johnathan Rolfe has expressed interested in 
the Moro position and the term is 3 years.  
 
Motion by Director Blagg with second from Director von Borstel to appoint Mr. Johnathan Rolfe 
to the Sherman County School District Budget Committee. Vote: 5 in Favor (Blagg, Coelsch, 
Macnab, Martin, von Borstel) Action:  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
 

Future Board Training Discussion 
Board members decided to wait on the board training until new board members are on the 
board. 
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Approve Overnight Fieldtrip - FFA Leadership Camp 
Kim McKinney reported the camp will be at Suttle Lake and is scheduled for April 19-21, 2017. 
 
Motion by Director Blagg with second from Director Coelsch to approve the FFA Leadership 
Camp trip.  Vote: 5 in Favor (Blagg, Coelsch, Macnab, Martin, von Borstel) Action:  The motion 
carried unanimously. 
 

Declare Surplus Items 
Superintendent Owens presented the board with a list of surplus items that included: 
15 - Metal fire rated door frames, various sizes 
6 - Sections of lockers, various sizes 
Approximately 70 - 4' fluorescent light fixtures 
2 - Large industrial Lincoln arc welders 
1 -"Buzz Box" smaller Lincoln welder with broken switch 
1 - Drill press (runs off of 220 power) 
1 - Band-saw (working condition unknown)  
2 - Storage cabinets  
1 - Large wooden teacher’s desk 
 
Motion by Director Blagg with second from Director von Borstel to declare  the items on the list 
as surplus. Vote: 5 in Favor (Blagg, Coelsch, Macnab, Martin, von Borstel) Action:  The motion 
carried unanimously. 
 

COMMENTS FROM VISITORS 
No comments from visitors were received.  
 

FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS, CLOSING COMMENTS, AND UPCOMING EVENTS  

 Sheriff’s Office Safety Plan Continued Discussion 

 Grass Valley Continued Discussions 

 Review the Board and Superintendent Working Agreement 
 

NEXT MEETING 
The next meeting will be a joint Work Session with the City of Grass Valley that is tentatively 
scheduled for next Monday, April 17 at 7:00 pm at the Grass Valley Pavilion.  The next regular 
board meeting is scheduled for May 8, 2017.  

 
ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business, Chair Martin declared the meeting adjourned at 9:17 p.m. 
 
___________________________________  ________________________________ 
Chair, Bill Martin     Board Secretary, Jeanie Pehlke 


