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SHERMAN COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT 

REGULAR BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

 

October 10, 2016 

 

The Board of Directors of Sherman County School District met in the Sherman County 
School/Public Library Meeting Room in Moro, Oregon on October 10, 2016.  The following were 
present:  Chair, Bill Martin; Vice Chair, Kyle Blagg; Directors: Kristie Coelsch, Jim Macnab, 
Merrie von Borstel; Superintendent, Wes Owens; Principal: Bill Blevins; Business Manager, Kim 
McKinney; Board Secretary, Jeanie Pehlke; Staff Members: Gerald Casper, Connie Martin, Dezi 
Remington; Students: Emily Hill; Visitors: Brian Meece, Mike Carter, Brian Hulke.  
 

SUMMARY OF ACTIONS TAKEN 
 

Motion by Vice Chair, Blagg with second from Director, von Borstel to approve the board 
meeting agenda as amended.   Vote: 5 in Favor (Blagg, Coelsch, Macnab, Martin, von Borstel) 
Action:  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
Motion by Director, Macnab with second from Director, Coelsch to adopt the consent agenda 
as presented.   Vote: 5 in Favor (Blagg, Coelsch, Macnab, Martin, von Borstel) Action:  The 
motion carried unanimously. 
 
Motion by Vice Chair, Blagg with second from Director, von Borstel to adopt the Section 125 
Plan for 2016-17.   Vote: 5 in Favor (Blagg, Coelsch, Macnab, Martin, von Borstel) Action:  The 
motion carried unanimously. 
 
Motion by Director, Macnab with second from Director, Blagg to approve the out-of-state 
travel requests for the robotics team.   Vote: 5 in Favor (Blagg, Coelsch, Macnab, Martin, von 
Borstel) Action:  The motion carried unanimously. 
 

 
CALL TO ORDER 

 
Chair, Bill Martin opened the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag at 
7:02 p.m. and thanked everyone for coming. 
 

Approve Board Meeting Agenda 
 

An opportunity was given to make changes to the presented Regular Board Meeting Agenda for 
this October 10, 2016 meeting. The following addition was made: 
 

 Add 6.5 Nike Apparel Agreement  
 

Unofficial Minutes 

3.1.2 
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Motion by Vice Chair, Blagg with second from Director, von Borstel to approve the board 
meeting agenda as amended.   Vote: 5 in Favor (Blagg, Coelsch, Macnab, Martin, von Borstel) 
Action:  The motion carried unanimously. 

 
COMMENTS FROM VISITORS 

No comments were received. 
 

PRESENTATIONS 
 

Recognition of Students, Staff and Community 
We are extremely fortunate to have gracious staff and community members who support our 
school and students.  While it is possible that we may periodically miss an opportunity to thank 
someone, we sincerely appreciate the commitment of all of our supporters.  We would like to 
recognize the following people for their devotion to our schools, students, staff and community.   

 Thank you to Mid-Columbia Medical Center for donating an athletic trainer for our 
extracurricular athletics and support of our weight lifting class. 

 We appreciate all of our volunteer coaches in football and volleyball. Our community and 
student/athletes are grateful for your time.  

 Liz Cranston for heading up our Yello Dyno Program. 

 Gerald Casper for his continued efforts to support our technology program. 

 Janet Pinkerton for organizing the SMART Reader Program. 

 5th Grade Maupin Fish Hatchery Field Trip Chaperones Kristie Coelsch, Stephen Fritts and 
Kimmi Hulke.  

 John Shafer for videotaping all of our football games.  

 Andy Anderson, Rod Asher, and Tracy Fields for taking stats during football games.  

 Football chain crew Ricky Jauken, Keegan Kock, Justin Miller, Ryan Thompson, and Rory 
Wilson.  

 Stephen Fritts, Chris Kaseberg, Wes Owens, Gary Lewis  for keeping the clock and running 
the scoreboard at football games.  

 Bryan Peters and Gary Shelton for announcing football games.  

 Joe Justesen, Jeff Kaser, Dorene Macnab, Jess Stutzman, and all other volunteers  for line 
judging during volleyball matches.  

 Molly Belshe for keeping the volleyball book.  

 Jeanne Dabulskis for volunteering to help at the school with picture day.  

 Sherman County Soil and Water Conservation District for their support of Elementary 
students. 

 Connie Martin and her Leadership students for their organization and planning of school 
activities. 

 Dezi Remington for her efforts with the Robotics Team. 

 Jared Collins for his work with the Soil Judging Teams. 

 Jeanie Pehlke and Bill Blevins for their work on the Fall Sports Program. 

 Thank you to Molly Belshe, Trena Grey, Chris Kaseberg, Chris Moore, Ethan Moore, Ernie 
Moore, Marty Belshe, Will Lackey,  Debbie Bird,  Carrie Kaseberg, Cathie Keilman, Pattie 
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Coles, and Laurie Perisho  for their cooperative efforts setting up and taking down the Hall 
of Honor reception decorations. 

 Jeremy Lanthorn for taking pictures of our various school events. 

 Gary Lewis and his students for helping to setup chairs and moving banners for the Hall of 
Honor ceremony. 

 The Booster Club for their support of the Hall of Honor program. 

 The Hall of Honor Committee for their work selecting inductees into the Hall of Honor.  
 
We truly appreciate the amazing support we receive from so many thoughtful people.  Thank 
you to everyone in our great community and school district for your continued support! When 
you have time please visit our Sherman County School District Web Page for the monthly 
appreciation comments. 

 
Student Body Report 

Connie Martin introduced Student Body Vice President, Emily Hill. Emily reported on upcoming 
student activities including pack t-shirts, a pink Italian soda fundraiser/dress up day for breast 
cancer awareness, Homecoming activities, PSATs, and a leadership conference. 
 

Booster Report 
Kim McKinney gave the Booster Report. She announced the Booster Officers are President, 
Molly Belshe; Vice President, Amy Asher; and Treasurer, Jeff Kaser.  She then shared a list of 
Booster sponsored projects including funding the Hall of Honor plaques and food, sponsoring 
attendance awards, offering husky gear for sale at home games, ice cream for honor roll 
students, flowers for senior night, homecoming BBQ, and cookies/beverages for teachers 
during parent-teacher conferences.  She concluded the report by extending an invitation to all 
parents and interested community members who would like to attend the next Booster 
meeting that is scheduled for November 2, 2016.  
 

ADOPTION OF CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Business 

 Approved Minutes from Regular Board Meeting for September 12, 2016 as presented. 
 Approved Bill Listing, Financial Statement 

 
Personnel 

 Accepted resignation of Ryane Read, Custodian. 
 
Superintendent Owens thanked the Athletic Foundation for helping to move the elementary 
furniture and all that they do for the school.   
 
Motion by Director, Macnab with second from Director, Coelsch to adopt the consent agenda 
as presented.   Vote: 5 in Favor (Blagg, Coelsch, Macnab, Martin, von Borstel) Action:  The 
motion carried unanimously. 
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REPORTS AND PRESENTATIONS 
 

Grass Valley School Marketing Plan Continued Discussion – Brian Meece RE/MAX 
Superintendent Owens introduced Realtor, Brian Meece.  Mr. Meece stated that he was a bit 
surprised at how low the appraisal for the Grass Valley School came in. He suggested marketing 
the property at $10 to $12 per square foot vs. the $7 or $8 as recommended by the appraisal. 
He noted that the deed states that it must be used for schools or public use and suggested the 
board look into the deed details. He also noted that its use is limited and there is a lack of 
services there.  It was noted that the district is spending approximately $3,100 per month to 
keep the building.  Superintendent Owens was asked to discuss the deed with the school 
attorney.  

Robotics Request for Out of State Travel 
Mrs. Remington was given an opportunity to give a presentation for a request for two out-of-

state travel requests for the robotics team which was later granted at the meeting under New 

Business. 

Superintendent Report  
Superintendent Owens’ report included the following topics: He began by expressing 
appreciation to staff members and kitchen support for their help with the successful back to 
school night that took place earlier this evening. He also reported on the upcoming State In-
Service training that will take place October 14, Positive Behavioral Intervention & Support 
training for staff, district growth and evaluation documents, district-wide safety measures, lead 
and radon testing, he welcomed family care coordinator, Jessica Mark who will be supporting 
our students on a grant three days per week, NCESD superintendent meeting, LPSCC and MDT 
meetings, the Grass Valley facility cross walk, Grass Valley facility fire system, and the upcoming 
ribbon cutting and dedication for the PreK-12 Comprehensive Facility. 

 
Administrative Report for Sherman County School 

Principal Blevins gave the administrative report for Sherman County School that included 
student enrollment, access to technology by students, working lunch schedules, SAT’s that are 
scheduled at the HS on October 1st, SKORE will begin on October 19th, Yello Dyno program, 
scheduled field trips, SMART Reading Program, Soil & Water Conservation monthly lessons K-6, 
Elementary Student Council and upcoming homecoming dress up days and activities.  

 
Athletic Director Report 

Principal, Bill Blevins gave the Athletic Report for Athletic Director, Gary Lewis who was not in 
attendance for a report. Mr. Blevins explained that district volleyball will include the top four 
teams. Currently our girls are in fifth place. Tomorrow is the last home game for volleyball and 
senior night for the girls. Homecoming will be senior night for football. 
 

Construction Project Manager Report 
Owner Representative, Mike Marino was not in attendance again this month to give the report.  
Superintendent Owens gave a summary update of the budget status stating that he spoke with 
Mr. Marino today and was assured that the project has $9,890 remaining in contingencies and 
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the project is still within budget and the GMP has not been surpassed. Board members asked 
questions about the prioritized wish list items and related contingency costs. Superintendent 
Owens noted that the trophy case, monument sign, island stairway, and the administration 
area bathrooms that were added have been put on a stop work order. Board members 
expressed disappointment as they expected the contingency funds to cover the costs of the 
wish list items. Chair Martin asked Superintendent Owens to look at the wish list items and see 
if he can find a different form of funding. Mike Carter stated that the Owners Representative 
will typically work a year after the project to manage warranty work.   
 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
Grass Valley Facility Continued Discussion 

There was no need for further discussion. 
 

Update on Playfield North of School 
The Athletic Foundation has provided the designs for irrigation.  Mike Carter expressed a 
concern that the pump size needs to be reviewed by design consultants to be sure it is correct. 
This has been scheduled. 
 

OSBA Meeting Report 
Chair Martin attended the OSBA Regional Meeting on September 27th. He reported the topics 
that were discussed included PERS, OSBA took neutral positions on ballot measure 97, finance 
reform and Jim Green. 
 

Sheriff’s Office Safety Plan Continued Discussion  
Superintendent Owens gave a quick overview of a possible safety plan for the new school and 
reminded the board that a survey of staff taken earlier this year showed overwhelming support 
of the plan.  Deputy Hulke answered questions. Insurance and funding will need to be checked.  
Deputy Hulke reported that the County Court is interested in supporting the program. 
Superintendent Owens was asked to do more research on the needed budget, insurance and 
policy/procedures so the board can make a possible decision at another meeting.  
 

NIKE Apparel Agreement  
Superintendent Owens stated that he spoke with other superintendents who recommended 
that the board weigh in on this agreement because it is very unique for school districts. Chair 
Martin and Director Coelsch agreed that this should not be a board decision.   
 

NEW BUSINESS 
Adopt Section 125 Plan 2016-17 

Business Manager McKinney gave an explanation of this routine requirement.    
 
Motion by Vice Chair, Blagg with second from Director, von Borstel to adopt the Section 125 
Plan for 2016-17.   Vote: 5 in Favor (Blagg, Coelsch, Macnab, Martin, von Borstel) Action:  The 
motion carried unanimously. 
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Policy GCBDD/GDBDD Sick Time – First Reading 
Board members were given an opportunity for a first reading of the proposed new sick time 
Policy GCBDD/GDBDD. It will be on the agenda for a second reading next month.  
 

Approve Three Out-of-State Travel Requests 
Superintendent Owens reminded the board of the two out-of-state robotics requests that Mrs. 
Remington presented earlier in the meeting. The third request that was expected from band 
Instructor, Jarak Bartels may be presented at the next board meeting.  
 
Motion by Director, Macnab with second from Director, Blagg to approve the out-of-state 
travel requests for the robotics team.   Vote: 5 in Favor (Blagg, Coelsch, Macnab, Martin, von 
Borstel) Action:  The motion carried unanimously. 
 

Update Board Picture 
An updated picture of the board members was taken. 
 

COMMENTS FROM VISITORS 
Mike Carter stated that if he doesn’t have a chance to see the board again, he wanted to thank 
them. 
 

FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS, CLOSING COMMENTS, AND UPCOMING EVENTS  

 Construction Wish List Items 

 Policy GCBDD/GDBDD Sick Time – Second Reading 

 Sheriff’s Office Safety Plan 

 Possible Band Trip Request 
 

NEXT MEETING 
Next regular board meeting, November 14, 2016. 

 
ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business, Chair Martin declared the meeting adjourned at 9:12 p.m. 
 
___________________________________  ________________________________ 
Chair, Bill Martin     Board Secretary, Jeanie Pehlke 
 
 


